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FRANKLIN HILLS

FROM THE PRESIDENT

Once upon a time there were four people named Everybody, Somebody, Nobody,
and Anybody.

When there was an important job to be done, Everybody was sure that Somebody
would do it. Anybody could have done it, but Nobedy did.

When Nobody did it, Everybody got angry because it was Everybody’s job.
Everybody thought that Semebody would doit, butNobody realized that Nobody
would do it.

So it ended up that Everybedy blamed Semebody when Nobody did what
Anybody could have done in the first place.

Your Association needs your help. Volunteer, call the Hotline: (213) 664-7247

LETTERS
September 29, 1993

Dear Don

I would like to thank you and the Franklin Hills Residents’ Association for the
splendid job you did in organizing a successful opposition to the intention to build
a house at 2127 Lyric Avenue that was in contradiction to the “Hillside Plan” in as
much as the builder was requesting

1) @ maximum height of 45 feet in lieu of the maximum allowed 36-foot

heights,

2) a 5-foot side yard setback in lieu of the required 8 foot setback, and

3) a lot coverage of 48 percent in lieu of the maximumnt 45 percent.
These requests did not comply with the recent changes the municipal code de-
signed to eliminate the trend for out-of-scale, over-sized houses onnarrow or small
lots, known as the “Hillside Plan”. These changes are constructiveand deserve the
support of organizations such as the Franklin Hills Residents Association who, in
representing the community, generate real progress in creating a more qualitative
residential environment for the future.

Thank you and your Association again for your invaluable help.

Sincerely yours,
Dan Hornbeck
2145 Lyric Avenue
Franklin Hills

. FRANKLIN HILLS
~ RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION

i HOTLINE (213) 664-7247

THE OVERVIEW — WINTER 1993

RESIDENTS
ASSOCIATION

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President
DONALD WALDROP
Vice President
BRYANT CROUSE
Secretary—Treasurer
BRUCE CARROLL

RICCARDO ACCORSI
CHRIS BOUTELLE
CAROL MASON
CHARLEY MIMS
ARNIE NETKA
CAROL SKINNER
VIOLET WEBER
FRANK YOGUS

ACTION TEAM LEADERS

ABC-TV & COMMUNITY:
Don Waldrop, 664-4124
CRIME & N'BORHOOD WATCH:
Violet Weber, 663-6427
DISASTER PREPAREDNESS:
Violet Weber, 663-6427
ENVIRONMENTAL:
Marcelle Zonta, 664-4124
GRAFFITIL:

Isabel Dietz, 661-4531
MEDIAN:

Riccardo Accorsi, 666-2431
MEMBERSHIP:

Carol Skinner, 662-1775
METRO RAIL:

Bruce Carroll 665-9875
PLANNING & ZONING:
Riccardo Accorsi, 666-2431

Franklin Hills OVERVIEW

Publisher & Editor: Don Waldrop
Copy Editor: Carol Mason
Contributing Writers:
Riccardo Accorsi, Bruce Carroll,
Bryant Crouse, Carol Mason,
Violet Weber,

Copy Input: Carol Skinner

Editorial and Advertising Sales:
(213) 664-4124; FAX 664-4192

The Franklin Hills OVERVIEW is pub-
lished as often as possible. We invite your
commentsonmatters relating to articles and
the community and, space permitting, we
will publish letters mailed to Edifor,
OVERVIEW, Box29122, Los Angeles, CA 90027



— _13__|

Remember the Median Project?

by Riccardo Accorsi

Remember the community-wide “of coursel” thatechoed
across Franklin Hills when theidea of landscaping the Franklin
Avenue median was proposed two years —————

ago? Remember the tall palms, purple foun- | —2

tain grass and wild buckwheat we all envi- h"?’-“
sioned when the design was presented last T &
summer? And remember the checks some | _o g™
of yougenerously wroterightawaytohelp | ) :"\ v
make ithappen? Fortunately, the Franklin | = _ Jisi,

Avenue Median Landscape Project is still
very much alive. It’s just been lost in red
tape.

After wandering a labyrinth of delays
and complications in City Hall, the Median
Project has finally found a bureaucratic
knightin shining armor. The plansarenow
in the hands of Paul Racs, Operation Clean
Sweep coordinator for the Department of !

ing agencies to oversee public projects.
Like Lancelot on a quest for the Holy Grail—in this case,
our permit—Mr. Racs will carry ournoble
‘ FHRA proposal through the final gauntlet
ofapprovalsfromthe Landscapeand Street
Lighting Divisions of the Department of
Public Worksand the Departmentof Trans-
portation. He will also aid FHRA in sectir-
ing the help of the Street Maintenance Di-
vision for asphalt demolition, guardrail
repair and street sign relocation. Street
Maintenance will also provide tools for
landscaping.

So far, our hero has done well—the
plans submitted to Mr. Racs the second
week of July have already received favor-
able comments from the Landscape Divi-
sion. Qurobjectiveistoreceive theapprov-

|-'|_f a.r'lr.\ Acoars)

Public Works. Mr. Racs, through the Adopt-A-Median Pro-
gram, is the liaison between community groups and govern-

als for permitby thebeginning of September. Atthatpoint, we
will issue the plans for bidding of the irrigation system and

See Median on page 11

Baller Hardware

The Business of Making Friends

by Violet Weber

Living in the most transitory city in the Union, it's
balm for the soul to do our weekly business with people
who havebecome a staple in our lives—notjust for years,
but sometimes for decades.

A lot of those people work
at Baller Hardware, anchored at
Hyperion Avenue and Tracy
Street since 1959. The business
started off morebyaccidentthan
design. When Edward Baller
retired from California Steel
Treating, he began to take daily
walksaround the neighborhood
from his home on Tracy. He of-
ten passed the empty corner at
the store’s present location, and on one of those days he had
anidea. Although he had no retail experience, he did have the
ability to make decisions. One day he came home and an-
nounced to Mrs. Baller that they were goinginto thehardware
business—a decision they never regretted.

I watched the Baller Hardware building go up from our
new home on Griffith Park Boulevard, knowing that I would
soon be sent by my renovator husband for the nails and other

bits and pieces he needed for his various projects. I always
made two trips: one to buy the widget, and the second to get
therightone.Iwasamazed at the depthand breadth of knowl-
edge of whatever clerk waited
onme, but most particularly by
the friendly, snowy-haired Mrs.
Baller.Shenotonly knew where
everything was, but also how
to use it. She saved me a iot of
trips.

Chuck Cowrie, Edward
Baller’s stepson and one of the
current owners, believes Baller
Hardwareissuccessful because
itoffers what the neighborhood
needs, not necessarily the latest widgets popping onto the
hardware scene. Opening at the forefront of the home im-
provement trend, the Ballers were quick to realize that tools
for the do-it-yourselfer were going to be their stock in trade.
That decision was so successful thatit wasn‘tlong before they
had to erect another building across the street to project or
want to discuss the affairs of the world. You might dis-

See Baller on page 7

THE OVERVIEW —~ WINTER 1993



WHAT WE’RE UP TO

Since the last issue of the Over-
view the FHRA has held its annual
business meeting (May 20) inavery
business-like manner so the gather-
ing of several dozen neighbors could
get home in time to watch the final
episode of Cheers. Membership
chair Carol Skinner was elected to
the FHRA Board of Directors, replac-
ing Gene Cornell. Five other board
members: President Don Waldrop,
Vice-President Bryant Crouse, Sec-
retary-Treasurer Bruce Carroll,
Chris Boutelle and Arnie Netka
were reelected to two year terms.

President Waldrop spoke of
FHRA’s aims to be a powerful
voice for our neighborhood’s
concerns, and to develop a net-

work of block leaders so we are
prepared for any eventuality.
Bruce Carroll reported the treasury
in good shape, although a lot more
will be needed for the Median
project. Carol Skinner passed the
hat, actually a paper cup, and col-
lected almost $50 to aid our local li-
brary. (see separate story) And Di-
saster-Prep chair, Vi Weber talked
of “training, training, training” as
the key elements.

The best part of the meeting, as
usual, was the home-baked goodies
that followed... accompanied by
much more neighborly good cheer
than the TV variety.

/

by Bruce Carroll

At the June board meeting, Don
Waldrop reported that the FHRA
booth at the Los Feliz Village Street
Fair in May sold lots of Franklin Hills
T-shirts and had a very high level of
interest from the crowds, many at-
tracted by the historic photographs
on display (see p. 12.)

In July the board discussed ways
of helping local merchants and resi-

A

REMINDER

Any residents who
get a notice of a re-
quested zoning variance
near them should call
the FHRA hotline 664-
7247 to let us know be-
fore it’s too late to keep
a monster from our
midst. /

—

with pro-

coming up

motions that would keep more of our
dollars nearer home. Sadly, Riccardo
Accorsi reported that a few of the
trees planted in March along
Talmadge have not survived on the
mean summer streets. Plans were
made to insure that no more bite the
dust.

Charley Mims had the answers
for what’s going on at the empty
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Rowena Reservoir. The DWP wants
to build an underground tank and
have a park on top, but with no pub-
lic access. The Hillside Federation,
of which FHRA is a member, has op-
posed the project because there has
beenno environmental impact report
done, hence no publichearings, a de-
cidedly bad precedent.

A decidedly good precedent was
followed in August when the FHRA
board again bypassed the month's
meeting to honor the lazy days of
summer.

In our September and October
meetings we discussed street
lighting and graffiti...working to-
wards more of the former and less

/ of the latter. We donated $250 to
the LA Conservation Corps in
gratitude for their assistance with
the Talmadge-Prospect tree plant-
ing project and worked on plans for
the next round of tree planting along
south Talmadge.

The FHRA also chalked up a vic-
tory in the zoning variance war. With
good research and good testimony
we sent the owner of 2127 Lyric back
to the drawing board to deflate a
proposed remodeling project that
would have ballooned a 900 square
foot house to a 2800 square foot
monster... higher and wider on all
sides than allowed by the Hillside
Ordinance. (See letter, p. 2)



FHRA HOTLINE

The Franklin Hills Residents Association re-
minds you that we now have our own telephone
number. By calling (213) 664-7247, you can ask
questions, leave messages for board and commit-
tee members or make suggestions.

It’s not exactly a “hotline,” and getting an “800”
number didn’t seem to make much sense, so we
hope you find our plain old neighborhood number
useful.

. commumty phones .
IMPORTANT COMMUNITY PHONE NUMBERS

ABC-TELEVISION:
John Yingling, Plant Manager, (310 )557-5000
Security: (310) 557-5354.
CITY ANIMAL REGULATION: (213) 222-7138
COUNCILMAN JOHN FERRARO, 4th District:
Room M-30, City Hall, 200 Spring St., (213) 485-3337
District Office, 625 S. New Hampshire (213) 485-4377
ENVIRONMENTAL:
Recycling: (800)-CITYSAN
Rebate for Ultra Low Flush Toilet installation.
(213) 481-5800; (800)-722-1122
Rebate for Super Efficient Gas Water Heater.
(800) 852-9820
Hazardous Waste Hotline (213) 237-1634
FIRE DEPARTMENT: Emergency 911;
Non-emergency: 485-6235.
GRAFFITI :
On private property: (213) 253-2687
On public property: (818) 772-7753
FHRA Graffiti Action Coordinator; (213) 661-4351
LOS FELIZ PUBLIC LIBRARY: (213) 664-2903.
Hours: Mon-Tues 12:30-8:00; Wed-Thurs 12:30-
5:30; Fri-Sat 10:00-5:30.
PARKING ENFORCEMENT DISPATCH: (818) 904-1418
POLICE: Emergency 911;
Northeast Division: Non-emergency (213) 485-2563
RECYCLING INFO: (800) CITY SAN
SANITATION: (213) 485-4906
STREET LIGHTING: (213) 482-5483
STREET MAINTENANCE: (213) 485-5661
TELECOMMUNICATIONS: (TV Cable service) 485-2751
TRASH RECEPTACLE INFO: (800) 248-9726
WATER & POWER: (800) 722-1122

pu

GRAFFIT
ALERT

Plans are being made for another
FHRA community paint-out. If you

FHRA HOTLINE
(21 3) 664-7247

e
. f&a:a . ;§§f

would like to be involved or if you
' know of a trouble area, call s FHRA or S .
Isabel Dietz: 661-6351 or ;s %
FHRA HOTLINE 664-7267 o -
e .
— ... .
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NEED A PLUMBER?
A Painter? A Gardener? Or Other Professional Help?

by Bryant B. Crouse, Vice President, FHRA

Back in the “old days” when many
of us grew up in towns where we knew
most of our neighbors, life seemed a lot
simpler. But today we all live in the
middle of a sprawling urban metropo-
lis, though those of us who have chosen
Los Feliz and the Franklin Hills, I sus-
pect, have done so to capture at least
some semblance of a suburban lifestyle.

 Tohelp in furthering that lifestyle,

the FHRA would like to help make our
lives easier in one very important way.
Quiftesimply, wewantto createan FHRA
source of information (database, if you
computer people insist!) to help our
members save time and effortin finding
qualified help for any home or personal
services that we may need in to have
filled. Hence our title, “Need 2
Plumber?”

Developing a database of services
for our community will require
everyone's help because it is the collec-
tive experience of the community that
will help us sort out the good from the
bad, thereliable fromthe unreliable, and
the values from the expensive!

Fortunately, we have the first and
most important ingredient in place to
create our database, and thatis ourown
community “giver” and FHRA Secre-
tary-Treasurer, Bruce Carroll, who has
again(f) volunteered his time and his
computer to track the information you
send us! Over time, hopefully we can
develop enough information to make
one aspect of our lives in Los Angeles
easier, finding good professional help!

Naturally, we must all under-
stand that the FHRA cannot guar-

antee the reliability of the informa-
tion in the database, but if we get
your help in building our informa-
tion, it should give us all ahead start
on finding good people.

We can create as many catego-
ries (plumbers, pirates, painters, po-
ets, paupers, ....whoops, haven’ t 1
heard this somewhere before} as you
can come up with!

Now to the specifics: call the FHRA
HOTLINE (213) 664-7247 with any in-
formation and recommendations you
have, or write to us (FHRA, Box 29122,
Los Angeles, 90027) and our kind Bruce
Caroll will start up his engines! Also if
you are turned on to this idea, we
can use you as a volunteer to help us
build the database by actually cali-

Please see Plumber, page 9

FRANKLIN
HILLS
RESIDENTS
ASSOCIATION

HOTLINE
(213)
664-7247

for suggestions, questions,
complaints, ideas or help.

formerly Da Noi

_RISTORANTE ITALIANO

Open for lunch, dinner and take out

Y

=
[ Owner Giannino invites you to try his authentic Italian cuisine
and personal service in an elegant yet casual atmosphere. )

-~

2630 HYPERION AVE. AT GRIFFITH PARK BLVD. * (213) 664-7979

'BAYLESS
CHEVRON SERVICE

1869 N. Hillhurst Avenue
(at Franklin)

| TED BAYLESS 665-9837J

BALLER
HARDWARE

2505 HYPERION AVENUE
(213) 665-4149
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Blues, from page 1
John Ferraro, termed the community
police parinership, “the kind of thing
we need throughout the City of Los
Angeles, throughout the country, if
we are going to recapture our civil-
ity.”

The center will be staffed by
neighborhood volunteers and pro-
vide a location where officers can
drop in at anytime to do their paper-
work and use the phone. Chief Willie
Williams estimated that this might
save up to 25% of some officers’ days,
time now wasted going back and
forth to the station.

In his dedication speech the
Chief said, “the commitment the
government has is to try to keep our
officers here as much as possible. The
commitment for the community is to
be a true partner by providing the
resources to build it, keep itopenand
keep it running, and that’s the best
example of community based polic-
ing that there is.”

Inside small the office, which
costs the city nothing, there are
desks, a donated computer, tele-
phones and, on opening day, still
wet, blue paint. As for blue suits and
badges, Chief Williams told the
Overview more of them should be
present soon. “Some time in the first
of the year, as our staffing goes up,
we will begin to staff officers who
will follow up with foot beats right
from here. That will supplement the
people who come in and out.”

The city has about a dozen simi-
lar centers that have languished re-
cently, but the Chief is in the process
of gearing them back up and hopes
to make the Los Feliz center a show-
case. “We're going to bring people
up and let them see what can hap-
pen when the community and the
police department work together.”
People who are interested in work-
ing together can volunteer for few
hours by calling LFIA’s Marisa
Antonini, at 663-6882.

Baller, from page 3

cover some new friends, and you
just might find that little widget
you’ve been looking for so long!

ou'llbe proud to wear this t-shirt with its classically designed
graphics that show the Shakespeare Bridge and a silhouette

of our historic Franklin Hills.
The t-shirts areacrispwhite heavy-duty 100%
cotion and the graphic design, printed in rich
teal and purple, is donated by the
international award winning designer and
Franklin Hills resident, Eugene Cheltenham.

All proceeds from the sale of the shirts
go to help fund the Franklin Hills
Residents Association’s efforts to

preserve and
enhance the
neighborhood.
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BARNSDALL SQUARE

TEMPEST IN A PARKING LOT

by Bruce Carroll

“Devastating” was how Talmadge Avenue resident
Lorraine Foulks described the realization that her car
was taken while she shopped in the Thrifty Drug store

The long ignored one hour parking limit was now
being enforced. Plus, Okene put up large new signs read-
ing in part “WE ARE TOWING/ your car will be towed

at Barnsdall Square last month. “I ¢ -
looked and I looked and I thought it WE ARE
was stolen.”

But Paul Okene, manager of the
Barnsdall Square mall, knew where
the blue Subaru was. Hehad ordered
it towed away. Okene told the Over-

VL BOSEE.2
view that “3 or 4 cars a day” were e

YOUR CAR WILL BE YOWED ANAY
ONCE YOU GO ACROES THE STREET
WE BRE WATCHING YOU

THERE WiL BE HO RURTHER WARNING
BARNSDALL SQUARE

. away/ once you go across the street/
TOWING | ... watching you/ THERE WILL

BE NO FURTHER WARNING”

The concern was that too many
people were parking in the shopping
center to save the parking fee at the
Kaiser Medical Center. But, even be-
fore the crackdown, there appeared

MANAGEMENT

LAMLE, 90,704

being towed because of complaints
about the parking situation from Thrifty headquarters.

LOOKING FOR
A BETTER

CHIROPRACTOR?

A
DOCTOR
WHO:

» Takes the time to thoroughly evaluate.

« Personally delivers all therapies.

* Includes in-office exercises and therapies

* |s currently a post-graduate instructor
(teaches other doctors)

| FTongp G MELROSE TOW oc. SB0-0758

JERRY HYMAN, D.C.

2525 HYPERION AVENUE

(213) 660-0771

please call for appointment

- to be a plethora of parking at
Barnsdall, and in a count earlier this month 112 of the
180 parking spaces nearest Thrifty were quite empty
except for pigeons. Okene says they aren’t a problem,
but don’t tell that to my windshield.

Although Foulks has time-stamped cash register
receipts to prove she shopped at Thrifty and a letter
from nursing home staff who saw her miles away visit-
ing her 90 year old mother during 35 of the 80 minutes
she was allegedly parked at Barnsdall, Okene is ada-
mant that he saw her cross the street. She, as adamantly,
denies it and Okene has refused to refund the $83.80
towing fees.

He says he's managed the shopping center for nine
years with compassion. He never tows cars of elderly
infirm, or those with children and has even given money
back to those in need. He also volunteered thathe doesn’t
get kickbacks from the towing company. But as to

DISCOUNT MEDICAL
PHARMACY

most insurance plans accepted
Jree delivery in local area

(213) 661-8366

2718 Griffith Park Boulevard

Los Angeles, CA 90027
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Lorraine Foulks, “That lady? Oh, I
think she got problems.” Perhaps
misreading her insistent determina-
tion, Okene alleged Foulks (a Mor-
mon,) “looked drunk or on drugs.”

Foulks, who lived in the area
when FDR was in the White House
and there was no shopping center,
took her outrage to City Hall, got
papers for small claims court after
Okene told her “sue me” and finally
called the FHRA hotline.

We contacted Dick Donavin,
Thrifty’s Director of Asset Manage-
ment, the man Mr. Okene says de-
manded the tough parking policy.
When asked by the Overview if there
was a parking problem Mr. Donavin
gave a terse “no comment” and
claimed “we are just a tenant.” But
Thrifty appears to be the tenant that
wags the dog.

Later Thrifty Executive Vice
President Chris Bement called with
good news: new TWO HOUR park-
ing signs would be up soon, and no
cars would be towed until after driv-
ers received a written warning ticket.
As for Mrs. Foulks’ money, Thrifty
said they would encourage the prop-
erty owners to make restitution.

I guess the moral of this story is:
if you fight for your parking rights,
you, too, may become a foulks hero
in LA.

Plumber, from page 6

ing your neighbors to solicit their
input and build our list of catego-
ries. If any one of you can do this,
please give me a call a (213) 666-0307
and we will bring you into the loop.
Remember, you can help make thisa
success; so pick up the phone right
now and call the hotline!

FROM THE BUSINESSES OF THE
LOS FELIZ VILLAGE BUSINESS ASSOCIATION

ALBERTO SALON

AMBROSE OF LONDON
AMOK BOOKS

ANDRE'S ITALIAN FOODS
ANGEL YOUTH SHOP
ART & BARBIE

BANK OF AMERICA

BARTEL DESIGN GROUP
BAYLESS CHEVRON

BELLA BELLA BOUTIQUE
BROWN, BROWN & BROWN
CALIFORNIA ELITE ESCROW
CALIFORNIA FEDERAL BANK
CASTLE BODY SHOP
CELEBRITY CLEANERS

CHI DYNASTY

COHEN REAL ESTATE LOANS
COLONIAL DRUGS

COMIC CONNECTION

DR. RENEE DAVIDSON

THE DERBY

THE DRAWING ROOM
DRESDEN RESTAURANT
EASTSIDE RECORDS
ENTERPRISE RENT-A-CAR
ERA-KASHU REAL ESTATE
EUGENE'S JEWELERS

DR. PAUL FLEISS, PEDIATRICS
FARFALLA RESTAURANT
FIESTA TRAVEL

FOR PETS ONLY

FRED SANDS REALTY
FRIENDS & ARTIST THEATER
GEORGE'S CAFE

DR. GOSTANIAN

GRAF AUTO RADIO

GREAT WESTERN BANK
HAIR FASHIONS

HALF OFF CLOTHING $STORE
HARD COPY

HILLHURST LIQUORS
HOLLYMONT CAR WASH
HOLLYMONT CLEANERS
HOLLYWOOD FORD

DR. HARRY HOM, D.D.S.
HOUSE OF PIES

ISE AUTOMOTIVE

J.D. KELLEHER & AS50C.

5fel

ASSQCIATION

JOE BLASCO MAKE-UP CENTER
JOHN'S GARAGE

JON DCUGLAS REALTY
KATSU RESTAURANT

LA BELLE EPOQUE

LA CONVERSATION

LIVE TIME INC.

LOS FELIZ CLEANERS

LOS FELIZ LOCK & KEY
LOUISE'S TRATTORIA
MAZDA OF HOLLYWOOD
MERCEDES DESIGNER RESALE

MICHAEL BURTON MEDICAL GROUP

MILANO RESTAURANT
MISE EN PLACE
MISTO LOS FELIZ

MOTION PICTURE EXHIBITION

MULTIHMAGE ART STUDIO
NATURE MART

PALERMO'S RESTAURANT
PARIS OPTIQUE

THE PASTA SHOPPE
PITMAN HENSLEY

PIZZA PLUS

PRIDE COMPANIES

PRIMAL BODY

PRINCE OF PRINTING
PRINTANIA GIFTS

RE/MAX REALTORS
ROSBERG FLORAL DESIGN
DR. GRIGOR SARKISSIAN, D.D.S
DR. ALAN SNYDER, D.P.M,
SORBONNE PATISSERIE
STELLA DOTTIR

SUN DRUGS

SUN SUITE CITY TANNING

THIRD WORLD ART EXCHANGE

TRANSCEND SALON

TRAVEL LAB

TUB TIM SIAM RESTAURANT
UNITY CLOTHING
VIDEQAS1S &1 HOUR FOTO
VILLA AMERICA

WESTERN DIAGNOSTIC & REPAIR

X-TRA LARGE STORE
Y QUE TRADING POST
YE RUSTIC INN
YUCA'S

HAPPY HOLIDAYS &
WARMEST WISHES
FOR 1994
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